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October’s Guest Speaker 
“Lefty Ray” Chapa 

October will bring the beginning of our new lease season and to 
help sharpen everyone’s piscatorial skills we have enlisted the 
knowledge and experience of one of GRTU’s Chapters past Presidents 
“Lefty Ray” Chapa. Lefty Ray is a San Antonio based, award 
winning, professional photographer and writer specializing in music 
photography, sports and outdoor subjects like fly fishing and kayak 
fishing. He is also a lecturer on the Texas fly fishing opportunities 
and can be found giving slideshows and seminars around the country. 
When not photographing bands, he is kayak fishing at the Texas coast 
or guiding fly fisherman on the Texas Hill Country streams.

Lefty Ray’s work has appeared in magazines like Newsweek, Texas 
Highways, Southwest Fly Fishing, Paddler, Shallow Water Angler, 
Fly Fishing in Saltwaters, Gulf Coast Fisherman, and Texas Parks 
& Wildlife. His work has also appeared in newspapers like the San 
Antonio Express-News, La Prensa, and Saltwater Texas.  Currently 
he has a weekly blog in the Sports section, on the Outdoor page of 
the Express-News (www.mysa.com). 

Lefty Ray has also done 
commercial photography 
for clients like Fly Rod & 
Reel magazine, Bass Pro 
Shops, Yak-Gear, Tejano 
Explosion, Poteet Music 
Festival, Tejano Music 
Awards, and for the Surf 
to Summit Company. His 
Tejano music photography 
includes producing images 
for Tejas Records, Freddie 
R e c o r d s ,  U n i v i s i o n , 
various independent labels, 
Academy of Tejano Artists 
& Musicians, the Tex Mex 
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Fest Tour, USHCA, KXTN Radio, Tejano Roots 
Hall of Fame Museum, the State Fair of Texas, and 
Tejano FM.

His music clients include numerous Grammy 
and Latin Grammy winners and is the credited 
photographer on 2 Grammy winning CD’s and on 
a dozen Grammy nominated CD’s.

While no longer guiding via kayak at the coast, this 
year marks the 10th year anniversary of conducting 
his “Kayak 4 Redfish” seminars. The was the first 
ACA certified  kayak fishing school on the Texas 
coast. He is also a FFF certified fly casting instructor 
since 1994 and has been on the G. Loomis Pro Staff 
since 1995. 

Originally from North Texas, Lefty Ray graduated 
from Texas A&M and moved to San Antonio in the 
early 80’s. For over 30 years he has photographed 
a variety of subjects in various locales across Texas 
and the southwest. In his words “It’s either get up 
at 4:30 am or return at 4:30 am.”
 
The nickname “Lefty” comes from his high school 

golf team playing days. While actually left-
handed he learned to play golf right-handed using 
his dad’s extra set of golf clubs. While the team 
as a whole was not in the caliber of Tiger Woods, 
the golf coach was often overheard saying to 
other coaches that “His team could probably not 
outplay their team, but his team could out-drink, 
out gamble, and out-fight any other team in the 
state of Texas!”

Lefty Ray’s slideshow will detail the pre-history 
and the circumstances that led to the naming 
of the Guadalupe River over 300 years ago. 
Also be on the lookout for the Nov/Dec issue 
of Southwest Fly Fishing magazine as it will 
contain his feature story on the Guadalupe 
River.

Lefty Ray will also be offering a clinic on casting 
after the main meeting that will include many 
of the practice skills required to cast in many 
different conditions and the principals to casting 
longer.  You can sign up for this class when you 
sing in at the meeting look forward to seeing 
you there.

President’s Letter

and rain will have returned to our beloved Hill 
Country, giving us the flows through next summer 
that will sustain our fishery.  While the drought 
impacts our fishing and fishery, businesses in 
the area that depend on the river and tourism, as 
well as those in agribusiness are being severely 
impacted. Take some time this season to talk with 
some of our lease providers and let them know 
with words and purchases  that you value them 
and their contributions to making the Guadalupe 
River a premier trout tailwater fishery.  

In our annual business meeting in April, we elected 
some new officers. Please join me in welcoming 
these men, who spend many hours helping to 
manage our chapter. 

Our next general meeting will be held Saturday 
October 22nd at the Canyon Lake Community 
Resource Center (CRRC) on the South Access 
Road in Sattler. There will be a social hour and 
lease access orientation at 9AM with the general 
meeting beginning at 10AM, with a great BBQ 
lunch served afterwards so you can share your 
latest fishing stories. 

As I type this letter, we are in a record breaking 
heat wave, as well as experiencing an exceptional 
drought. But as many of us who have lived in this 
area for a while have experienced, our droughts 
can turn around quickly this time of year with 
tropical systems that can fill Canyon Lake to 
capacity in short order.  Hopefully by the time 
this newsletter reaches you, cooler temperatures 
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Those who were elected to new positions are as 
follows:
Mark Dillow - Chapter President
Jimbo Roberts - VP of Fisheries
Trey Nobles - VP of Membership
Rafael Torres - VP of Chapter Affairs
Steve Flanagan and Andy Niland- Directors

Our fisheries committee is monitoring the flows 
and water temps closely, and will determine the 
best course of action concerning stocking dates 
for the trophy trout zone. GRTU Lease Access 
members will receive notification of the stockings, 
so be sure to sign up early. Come out to help us 
with the stockings. It’s fun, a great way to meet 
members and future fishing buddies. 

In September, representatives from our chapter will 
attend Trout Unlimited’s annual meeting, held this 
year in Bend, OR. I look forward to sharing with 
you what we learn at that gathering. It promises to 
be an amazing event full of opportunities to share 
best practices with other chapters and councils. 

I am very happy to announce that our own Mick 
McCorcle won a Trout Unlimited Distinguished 
Service Award for his many contributions to 
both our chapter and the national organization. 
Additionally, Steve Magnelia, long time friend 
of our chapter, was also honored for his 20 
years of service with Texas Parks and Wildlife 
as the Fisheries Management Biologist for the 
Guadalupe, was awarded a Trout Conservationist 
Professional award, a first for a biologist in the 
state of Texas. He and Mick  will be presented with 
their awards during the annual awards banquet in 
Bend. 

Finally, I wanted to make you aware that all TU 
chapters and state councils are amending their 
bylaws during calendar year 2011.  The main 
reasons for this action are to more clearly define 
our chapter operating procedures, and to protect 
our nonprofit status. 

Our current bylaws state “The bylaws of this 
Chapter may be added to, amended or repealed 
in whole or in part by a majority vote of the 
members in good standing at any regular or 
special meeting, provided, however, that written 
notice of the intention to add to, or amend, or 
repeal the bylaws, in whole or in part, shall have 
been given each member of record at least thirty 
(30) days preceding such meeting of the members. 
However, proposed amendment to these bylaws 
shall be accompanied by a recommendation of 
the Board of Directors either for or against this 
adoption.” 

Please take some time to sign up for the lease 
access program, while doing so, consider a 
donation to one of the funds listed in the on line 
application to help support some  of the critical 
work we are doing as a chapter. Whether you 
want to help with our Defense Fund, Guadalupe 
Now, Project Healing Waters or one of our other 
efforts, we are only able to do as much as funding 
allows. Thanks in advance for your investment in 
the worthy activities we are undertaking.   

Thanks for all you do for GRTU, 
Mark Dillow
GRTU Chapter President
president@grtu.org

Referral Network for Members of the Lodging Association. 
Advertising Venue for Associate Members.

Help us help you stay booked!

Susan Phillips, Owner 
1.866.686.8520 • 210.710.0583 

www.gruenetxlodgingassociation.com
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I am Jimbo Roberts the new V.P. of Fisheries. 
Some of you know me from seeing me on the 
river flyfishing. Some know me from our forums 
and the stories I have written about our fishery and 
other fishing destinations. One thing for sure I am 
a flyfishing addict. I will go anywhere to fish for 
Trout. The 2011-2012 Trout Season is just around 
the corner and despite the current low flows we 
are going to have another good Trout fishing on 
the Guadalupe.

Much has happened since last May. One thing 
that has changed is the understanding of what 
is best for our fishery. The prevailing idea that 
Bigger Trout survive better during the marginal 
conditions of higher water temperatures during the 
summer has changed somewhat. I like most people 
just accepted what we were told that the larger 
Trout we have been stocking, that is greater than 
18”, were better suited for making it through the 
summer as next year’s carry-over. After this notion 
was challenged I began a thorough investigation 
on my own consulting every possible source, 
TPWD, TU, Crystal Lake Fisheries, and many 
nights scouring the internet. What I discovered is 
the only real studies comparing Trout survivablity 
compares juvenile Trout, less than 4”, to adult 
Trout, at least 12”. These studies showed adult 
Trout had better survival in marginal conditions. 
I looked for studies that compared say 12” Trout 
with something larger like 18” Trout. I found no 
such comparative studies. With this shocking 
information before me, no scientific evidence that 
18” Trout survive better than 12” Trout in marginal 
conditions, our old argument that we stock larger 
than normal Trout, averaging about 18”, because 
the carry-over better to the next season no longer 
holds water.
 
With this information before us, we sent a poll 
out to our members to see what would be on their 
wish list concerning changes to the Lease Access 
Program. The results of this poll strongly pointed 
to changing our stocking strategy. Among the 
changes for this year will be an increase in the 
numbers of smaller Trout we will stock. For the 

past 5 years we have generally been increasing 
the size of the Trout we stock for what we thought 
was a possiblity of higher carry-over to the next 
season. Last year the Trout we stocked averaged 
18” and therefore many were legal to be harvested 
by other fishermen the first time they were caught. 
This year we will be stocking 2 classes of Trout. 
Crystal Lake Fisheries will be sending us a mix of 
Rainbow Trout that are: 75% 14-16” and 25% over 
18”. Since we buy Trout from the hatchery by the 
pound, the same weight will result in about a 50% 
increase in the numbers of Trout we stock this 
year. Another benefit will be the smaller Trout can 
not be legally harvested in the Trophy Trout Zone 
which we hope will result in many more Trout 
caught and released thereby keeping the catchable 
numbers higher throughout the season. There will 
still be a sizable population of Rainbows that are 
over 18” to add to the excitment.
 
We will also be working on adding additional lease 
access sites espcially upstream of Rio. I hope to 
secure at least one more site before this season 
starts. We will continue with online and walk-in 
lease access orientation classes. Our Lease Access 
season will be the same as the years before from 
November 1st through October 31st. We will 
post notices of stockings on the Lease Access 
Forum and broadcast e-mail to those members 
one week before the stockiing date. We will be 
stocking mainly on Saturday’s this year so most 
of those that want to attend can do so. We will be 
providing a bus again to move those volunteers 
from site to site for stocking. We have 3 planned 
stockings totaling 12,000 lbs of Rainbows this 
year. If conditions improve we may even consider 
a 4th stocking in the late spring. Also recent 
increases in costs of Rainbows from $3.95/lb to 
$4.10/lb mean we will need to raise the cost of 
Lease Access membership by $10 this year. Still 
it is the best bargin in fishing out there and I know 
a thing or two about bargins. For less than the cost 
of a single day’s guided fishing trip anywhere, you 
can conveniently fish right here in central Texas 
on our Lease Access Sites that are stocked with 
our larger Trout, when most other Trout fishermen 

Fisheries Report
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are freezing or just dreaming about some Trout 
fishing. This is “THE BEST DEAL” anywhere 
believe me!
 
So what can you expect the fishing to be like 
this year? Well barring a drastic change in our 
rain patterns or a stray hurricane coming ashore, 
we can expect flows to average 50-60cfs. We 
certainly need the rain, but let’s plan on it being the 
same and be thankful for any increases in flows. 
NOAA has been monitoring our drought and the 
La Nina weather pattern that produced it. Even 
though the La Nina event is official over their 
latest prediction is that the drought will continue 
through the winter. So I am still beating the drums 
and praying for rain hoping that next summer we 
will get our sustaining summer flows of the Flow 
Agreement. The good news is wading in these 
currents will be relatively easy. More Rainbows 
will be in the river to catch this year, so hopefully 
everybody’s catch rates will be up. These smaller 
fish also seem more prone to jump, so you can 
expect to see more frequent and dramatic aerial 
displays. With these lower flows you will also 
need longer leaders, lighter tippets, generally 
smaller flys, and lighter nymph rigs. Hopefully we 
will also see more dryfly action in the relatively 
shallower waters. Last year I used only 3 rods 
on the Guadalupe: a  690XP, a 590XP, and my 
favorite a 5100 Z Axis to battle our Large Trout 
in the higher flows. This year I expect we will see 
a popular return of the use of lighter rods, more 
4wts, and even 3wts, will be used with success 
while the river is not flowing 500cfs. These lighter 
rods will make our Rainbows feel bigger and be 
easier on shoulders, elbows, and hands after a full 
day of fishing. So maybe we will even be fishing 
more often.
 
We will also continue our efforts and work to 
enhance the habitat in the Guadalupe for our 
Trout. Our big project this year will be evaluating 
and designing structures which will be put in place 
along the Pott’s stretch of the river to mitigate 
downstream thermal impacts from what is now 
the realtively shallow and slow water found there. 
We will continue our studies and legal preparation 

for the upcoming renewal of the Flow Ageement 
with GBRA. We also have a new TPWD biologist 
for the Guadalupe River: Marcos DeJesus. I 
will be coordinateing and working with him on 
what is best for the river and our fishery. Steve 
Magnelia who moved departments to the TPWD 
River Systems will still be working with us on 
what we can do to enhance our fishery. So it’s 
like getting two for one in respect to the minds 
and ideas available to make the Guadalupe better. 
We have other projects in the works and will 
make timely annoucements about them and their 
implementation.
 
We are doing everything possible to make this a 
successful and fun season fishing for Rainbows 
on the Guadalupe. I look forward to seeing 
everyone at the general meetings, stockings, 
volunteer projects, and most importantly fishing 
on the river. I will have an open door policy as 
GRTU’s V.P. of Fisheries. So feel free to talk, call, 
or e-mail me about anything you wish to discuss 
concerning our fishery or even your favorite flys 
and techniques. Let us prepare to fish!
 
Jimbo Roberts
VP Fisheries
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Map of  GRTU Meeting Area

Directions to the Canyon Lake CRRC Recreation Center 

>From NORTH or SOUTH: Just North of New Braunfels on I-35 take Exit 191, (Canyon Lake Exit), 
which is FM 306 and go WEST, about 14 miles to Sattler (Canyon Lake area).  Go past the traffic light 
at FM 2673 in Sattler for about 2 miles, (through Canyon City) and turn Left at the blinking caution 
light and small road sign marking the South Access Rd.  Follow the South Access Road for about two 
miles, passing below the dam and across the spillway.  The Recreation Center will be on your left.
 
>From the WEST: From US 281, turn EAST on FM 306, which is between Twin Sisters and Spring Branch.  
Drive about 16 miles to the blinking caution light (just before you enter the area called Canyon City).  Turn 
Right on South Access and follow the directions above to the Recreation Center, which will be on your left.  

>From the EAST: From I-10, take SH 46 to I-35.  Go North on I-35 to Exit 191 (Canyon Lake Exit), 
which is FM-306. Go west, (Left), on FM306, and follow the directions for North and South above.  

Of course there are other routes, just check your Texas map for other ways that might be better for your 
travel, or check our link to an online map at www.grtu.org.
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The Texas Holdover Tournament 
 
 

November 5th and 6th, 2011 

            On The Guadalupe River 
 
 
 
Guadalupe River fly fishing guides are teaming up with fly anglers from around 
Texas to kick off the 2011 Guadalupe River trout fishing season with a 2-day fly 
fishing tournament. The tournament was founded and organized by the guides to 
raise funds for the GRTU Fisheries Fund (stocking and TroutFest), the GRTU 
Legal Defense Fund, and to support Texas Parks and Wildlife in maintaining 
sustainable fisheries.  
 
At A Glance:  

1 professional guide per 2-competitor team 
2-day cumulative scoring 
Catch and release with max two fly rig 
Documentation with measuring tape and digital camera 
Prizes awarded each day with grand prizes 2nd day 
Rain or shine; first come, first served; no refunds 

 
Tournament Entry: Entry fee is $700 per team of 2 anglers.  Entry fees directly 
benefit the GRTU Fisheries Fund and the GRTU Legal Defense Fund.  To enter, 
contact Chris Jackson (contact info below). 
 
Scoring Per Team: Largest fish equals 1 point per inch plus the following; Trout 
= 4, Bass = 3, Perch = 2, Catfish, Gar, Carp = 1. Scores are cumulative per team. 
 
Professional Guide Volunteers: Alvin Dedeaux; Clint Jackson, Dan Cone, Jeff 
Davis, Jud Cole, Chris Jackson, Shea McClanahan. 
 
Schedule: Each day begins at 7am at headquarters: Action Angler, 9751 River 
Road in New Braunfels (third crossing).  Return to headquarters at 5:30pm for 
digital picture submission and prizes. 
 
Contact/Questions: Chris Jackson, owner of Action Angler. 
info@actionangler.net or (830) 708-FISH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supporting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Directly: 
 
-Legal Defense Fund 
 
-Fisheries Fund 
 
-Texas Parks and 
Wildlife

 
Sponsors: 
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The banquet and expo held in February of 2011 
proved to be most enjoyable. The event left 
positive momentum shared by the speakers, 
vendors, exhibitors and attendees. A review of 
the post event survey revealed an overwhelm-
ing approval and suggested a repeat event. The 
committee met post event and has established a 
plan for the current year. The exact dates for this 
fiscal year’s event will be February 24, 25 & 
26. The location will again be Rio Raft Resort. 
Texas Parks & Wildlife will once again be our 
partner in this event. Their participation has 
many benefits, not withstanding the opportunity 
to work shoulder to shoulder with some of the 
most dedicated and professional staff known to 
man.

A major attraction for this year’s banquet will be 
our featured speaker Chris Wood, President and 
CEO of Trout Unlimited. This is another first 
for Troutfest to have the president of TU speak-
ing directly with our group. Chris will be on 
hand for the Expo on Saturday and Sunday and 
available to visit with those in attendance. The 
entire membership of GRTU should be proud 
Chris will be in attendance during Troutfest 
2012. Hopefully ticket sales will be brisk, early. 
The banquet ticket sales and the auction are the 
only source of income to cover the weekend’s 
expense. Last year we sold 262 tickets and fed 
237 people. Capacity is 275 for the banquet. 
Let’s fill it up in 2012. The auction both live and 
silent plus the raffle ticket sales 
were a major success last year. 
A portion of the net proceeds 
from last year’s event has been 
directed to our partnership with 
Texas Parks & Wildlife to cover 
the cost of an intern. 

Also scheduled for Troutfest 
in 2012 are 3 celebrity guests. 
New to this year’s event will 
be Pat Dorsey www.bluequil-
langler.com  and Brad Befus, 

famed author, fly tier and fisherman for the past 
30+ years. Returning due to popularity with the 
youth in attendance will be Tyler Befus www.
tylerbefus.com  the young fly fishing guru with 
more stories to tell, flies to tie and casts to dem-
onstrate for the young fly fishing folks. Also a 
guest appearance will be made during the week-
end by Noah Thompson, the world class youth 
international fly casting champion.

A word of note: Sunday, February 26 WORD 
(Water Oriented Recreation District) will con-
duct their annual KID-FISH at Hueco Springs. 
This is always a huge event for the kiddos.
 
The Troutfest committee is expanding. One 
thing learned from last year is we could use a 
bit more help. If you are interested in volunteer-
ing to assist with Troutfest, please contact Mark 
Dillow.

The website for Troutfest with opportunity to 
purchase tickets etc. should be updated and live 
by the time you are reading this article. If not, 
certainly it will be by the October general mem-
bership meeting.

The Committee hopes to see each of you in 
attendance this year. Suggestions are always 
welcomed. Not always can we heed every sug-
gestion, but we can give it due consideration. 
Your contributions and support are always 
welcomed.

Troutfest
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We are in our 10th year serving 
Hill Country fly tiers and fly fishermen

COUNTRY FLYFISHER SHOP
1974 Goehmann Lane

Fredericksburg, TX 78624

Martin Pursch -- Owner

www.flyfishingintexas.com
Go to THE FLY SHOP

e-mail: countryflyfisher@beecreek.net
phone: 830-990-9453

Large stock fly tying materials• 
We tie & sell warmwater, coldwater and • 

saltwater regional favorite flies
Free maps & fishing info for the area• 

Reel Recovery was founded in 2003 by a group 
of avid fly-fishers, inspired by their fishing bud-
dy’s ongoing battle with brain cancer. Witness-
ing first-hand the beneficial impact fly-fishing 
provided their friend, they created Reel Recov-
ery to provide the same opportunity for other 
men battling the disease. Combining expert 
fly-fishing instruction with directed “courageous 
conversations”, the organization provides men 
with all forms of cancer a unique opportunity to 
share their stories, learn a new skill, form last-
ing friendships and gain renewed hope as they 
confront the challenges of cancer.

The mission of Reel Recovery is to help men in 
the cancer recovery process by introducing them 
to the healing powers of the sport of fly-fishing, 
while providing a safe, supportive environment 
to explore their personal experiences of cancer 
with others who share their stories much like 
the “Casting for Recovery” is for does Ladies.
The Program goals are to provide a safe, reflec-
tive environment for the participants to discuss 
their disease and recovery with other men with 
shared experiences, thereby providing support 
and information to help them in their recovery.

To provide expert fly-fishing instruction that en-
ables the participants to learn a new skill, form a 
healing connection with nature, and participate 
in a sport they can continue throughout their 
recovery and lifetime.

Reel Recovery retreats also provide participants 
information about cancer-related resources, both 
in the local community and nationally, to facili-
tate networking and enhanced management of 
their recovery.  This is all accomplished in the 
setting of three day retreats for the participants 
and for the last three years we have held the Hill 
Country Retreat at Joshua Creek Ranch.  The 
friends at JCR are always ready to help in any 
way they can with the use of their facility and 
property simply they make the retreat a memo-
rable event for the participants and staff.  While 

the cost to the participants is free there are still 
costs associated with putting on this program 
and it is all done with voluntary donations from 
people like yourselves.   

Reel Recovery relies on a dedicated and grow-
ing group of volunteers who assist in coordinat-
ing and staffing retreats at the local level. The 
experience can be powerful and enriching, as 
your efforts can have an immediate positive im-
pact on the lives of the men we serve. If you are 
interested in becoming involved please visit the 
Reel Recovery web site at www.reelrecovery.
org and fill out a volunteer application.  There 
have been several GRTU members involved in 
this worthy project and they always need more 
help with volunteers and participants as well.  
Oh and by the way the 1000th man to attend 
a Reel Recovery Retreat was at Hill Country 
Retreat at JCR in November 2010.  The retreat 
this year for our area is at JCR November 6, 7 & 
8, 2011. “Be Well, Fish On”

What Is Reel Recovery
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Rio Raft & Resort
14130 River Road
New Braunfels, TX 78132
(877) 746-7238
www.rioraft.com

AC Riverfront Cabins

Full RV Hookups • Tent Camping

Swimming pool • Trout Fishing

Tubing • Rafting • Kayaking

GRTU Membership Reminder

Our GRTU 20010-2011 Lease Access Program 
provides many access points on the river and is 
effective November 1, 2010 through October 31, 
2011.  Several of these access points are annual, 
meaning you have fishing access to the river year 
round.  Members can sign up their children (ages 
10-17) at no additional cost.  We stock the river 
in the fall with trout and continue to stock the 
river over the year.  As a Lease Access Member, 
you will be notified via e-mail when the stockings 
take place.  Additionally, you will have access to 
our private online “Forum” where you can ask 
questions and get answers.

To join go to: www.grtu.org and click on 
Membership.  All Lease Access Members are 
required to complete the online orientation 
covering do’s and don’ts.  Please  also renew your 

National TU Membership on our www.grtu.org 
website.  Our site accepts credit cards.  If you have 
questions click on CONTACTS and e-mail or call 
your Area Representative.  

Our mission: Conserve, Protect and Restore •	
coldwater trout fisheries

Three General Meetings per year•	

Hands-on trout stocking•	

River conservation projects•	

Community education programs that •	
include women and children

Work with local and state governments on •	
environmental and conservation issues

Check out our website for further information: 
www.grtu.org
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Bend, Oregon
9/14-18/2011

Mark Dillow, President of GRTU 
and Phil Dopson Treasurer attended 
the TU National Meeting in Bend, 
Oregon. Everyone reading this article 
should make plans now to attend the 
2012 National Meeting to be held 
in Ashville, North Carolina mid 
September.

This years meeting marked a special 
page in the history of GRTU. Mark 
Dillow took to the task of making 
nominations for the National 
Conservation Awards luncheon held 
during the annual meeting. These awards are 
distinguished and the competition is national. 
During this years ceremony two awards were 
distributed to Texans and members of GRTU.  
This is a big deal.

Our thanks go to Mark for stepping up to the plate 
and making the nominations. When asked about 
this effort, his comment was “you miss every 

pitch if you don’t take a swing”. He swung and he 
hit a double. Great job Mark and thank you from 
GRTU. 

The recipients were Steve Magnelia with Texas 
Parks & Wildlife receiving the Conservation 
Professional Award for his untiring effort as 
a Fisheries Biologist. He has worked on the 
Guadalupe River since 1991. Many of Steve’s 
studies and research has been in cooperation with 
GRTU. He is currently serving on the committee 
to establish an economic impact study of various 
groups that enjoy the Guadalupe River.

The second award winner was Mick McCorcle 
receiving a Distinguished Service Award 
as a passionate and tireless supporter of the 
Guadalupe River Chapter and Trout Unlimited. 
Mick has served as a chapter President, NLC 
Representative, newsletter editor and is currently 
a grassroots trustee for TU.

Clearly we have two deserving people receiving 
tremendous awards, further establishing GRTU 
as a formidable chapter with recognition on a 
national level. Congratulations to all.

2011 TU National Meeting
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The Flow Committee has been steadily busy 
during the summer taking every opportunity to 
advance the goodwill between the membership 
of GRTU and the various entities that regulate 
or have significant impact on our beloved tail-
water. Timing of each move is so critical to the 
desired objective, which by the way is to pro-
vide an extension of the existing Flow Agree-
ment prior to its expiration in 2018. The com-
mittee will be busy continuously until the work 
is done. Your defense fund contributions are the 
primary way this effort is funded. Please con-
tinue with your generosity and earmark some 
of your contribution for the Defense Fund. It is 
always appreciated.

A recently approved project at the August bud-
get and board meeting involves GRTU con-
tributing to an economic impact study to better 
understand the affect our membership has on 

the local economy along the Guadalupe River. 
Thanks to the suggestion of Tommy Hill with 
GBRA a committee has been formed to deter-
mine the scope of the proposed study. A group 
including a representative from GBRA, New 
Braunfels CofC, WORD, TPWD and GRTU 
held its first meeting in early September. A sec-
ond meeting has been scheduled in early Octo-
ber to include the consultant Jerry Walker with 
Impact Data Source. Bids are being completed 
as the scope of this study is honed by  all par-
ties. All representatives present at the meeting 
determined this report when complete will have 
exponential value. Equating in dollars and cents 
the impact of a body of water and the impor-
tance of its flows should be an enabling piece of 
the puzzle as we move forward.

More reports will follow as plans are finalized.

Flow Committee
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Entomology for Fly Fishers
January 28-29, 2012

A course designed for all fly fishermen, gives an overview of the invertebrates, both 
aquatic and terrestrial, that are of importance to the fly angler. Warm-water and 

cold-water environments are included. Topics covered include sampling techniques, 
identification of both larval and adult stages and simple biology of the species. The 

ultimate goal of the class is for the angler to develop the ability to equate in-the-field 
observation to fly selection and construction in order to achieve success. 

The class consists of both classroom and on the water instruction. Cost is $75.00

Contact Rob Woodruff at WGSFlyfish@aol.com or (903) 967-2665 
for questions or registration information

“UP  The  RIVER  CAMP”      
(formerly Rainbow Camp)

TROUT FISHING, TentCamping 
Tubing,Rafting,Kayaking  

Full RV Hookups,Cabins,Trailer
Rentals, & House Rental

8690 River Road
New Braunfels, Tx 78132

1-800-874-3745
830-964-2227

uptherivercamp@gmail.com

Hook: TMC 2487 #14-22

Thread: 8/0 UNI

Body: Z-Lon, 
twisted into a cord

Thorax: Natural Deer Hair, 
cropped short

Brown, Olive, Red and Black are all good 
colors for The Guadalupe
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The Guadalupe River Chapter 
of  Trout Unlimited

Honorary Life Members

The following distinguished members of GRTU have been designated, some posthumously, as Honorary Life 
Members of the Chapter for their exceptional contributions to our work. This honor is reserved for commendatory 
recognition of individuals whose personal service contributions to the Chapter are deemed to have had outstanding 

impact in advancing Chapter and TU objectives. 

Chad Oliver 
Irving O’Neal
William C. (Bill) Pabst
J. Bill Parvin
Basden L. (Bud) Priddy, MD
Glenn Richardson
Jeff Schmitt 
David Schroeder
Mrs. Hazel Schubauer
Lt. Col. Paul A. Schubauer (Ret.) 

Clement W Bird
Alan Bray
Bill Cobb
Dick Finta
Rupert Gresham
Howard Itten
William A. (Bill) Johnson
James W Keeton
Mick McCorcle
Bob Newman

Betsy Story
Bob Story
Marian Tilson 
Billy Trimble
R.E. (Bob) Tuttle 
Jim Vynalek
William G. (Bill) West
T.B. (Tom) Whitehouse
Hymar Karbach Jr. 

The Guadalupe Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Honors Our

Century Club Members
The following individuals have contributed $100 or more for GRTU programs, including the Guadalupe River 

Defense Fund, in addition to their supporting membership donations and lease access fees.  Please note:  This list is 
only current as of press time; we apologize to members added after that date.

 
 
 Thomas Allen
 David  Baird
 Donald Ballard
 Denis Beaudoing
 Bob Blair
 James Boehm
 Andre Boutte
 Duane Brandt
 Alan Bray
 Fain Brock
 Norman Carpenter
 Walter Carver
 Bill Carson
 Sam Castleberry
 Bynum Cavitt
 Dennis Colvin
 John Curney
 Mark Dillow
 Phil Dopson
 Thomas Eaton
 Joe Filer

 Mack Freeman 
 Bruce Friedman
 Edward Fritsch
 Jerry Gatlin
 Karen Gebhardt
 Sam Godfrey
 Richard Grayson
 Jay Herbert
 Milton Herrmann
 Stephen Hudak
 Michael Krupa
 Tony Levinson
 Phil Mahan
 Mark McCollum
 Mick McCorcle
 Ashby Miller
 Scott Miller
 Doug Ming
 Palmer Moe
 Mary Nalley
 James Orr
 Charles Palmer

 
 Sam Perry
 Keith Phelps
 William Poskey
 Ryan Reagan
 Mike Rhodes
 James Roberts
 Oscar Robinson
 Ryan Rosson
 Daniel Roth
 Michael Rotman
 Mark Rushing
 Jeff Schmitt
 James Schoene
 Roy Schwitters
 Jeff Sipes
 Kim Stoddard
 Michael Sweeney
 Rafael Torres
 Henry Warren
 John Webb
 Ken Wells
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	 	 	 								GRTU	Officers	and	Board	of	Directors

 President    Mark Dillow  512-773-9115  President@grtu.org
 VP Chapter Affairs   Rafael Torres  512-560-4380  Vp-affairs@grtu.org 
 VP Fisheries   Jimbo Roberts  210-826-2766  RobertsJ@grtu.org 
 VP Membership   Phil Dopson (interim) 512-708-1616  DopsonP@grtu.org
 Treasurer    Phil Dopson  512-708-1616  DopsonP@grtu.org
 Secretary    Joe Filer   210-654-6220  FilerJ@grtu.org
 Ex Officio    Open      
 Director    Gary Burns  713-249-7764  BurnsG@grtu.org
 Director    Gary Cobb  512-257-0397  CobbG@grtu.org
 Director    Roger Turner  214-475-1551  TurnerR@grtu.org
 Director    Gary Lehman  210-394-2833  LehmanG@grtu.org
 Director    Doug Kierklewski  512-250-0840  KierklewskiD@grtu.org
 Director     Ron McAlpin  830-980-8043  McAlpinR@grtu.org
 Director    Ted Mendrek  512-507-6626  MendrekT@grtu.org
 Director    Andy Niland  210-651-4359  NilandA@grtu.org
 Director    Bob Runion  830-537-5129  RunionB@grtu.org
 Director    Clint Jackson  512-576-4231  JacksonC@grtu.org
 Director    Steven Flanagan     FlanaganS@grtu.org

 Regional Representatives:

 Austin/Central Texas           Chris Johnson  512-828-3474  JohnsonC@grtu.org
 Dallas/North Texas              Roger Turner  214-475-1551  TurnerR@grtu.org
 Houston/East Texas             Gary Burns  713-249-7764  BurnsG@grtu.org
 New Braunfels                  Chris Jackson   512-576-4231  ChrisJ@grtu.org
 San Antonio/West Texas     Karen Gebhardt   830-980-7580  GebhardtK@grtu.org

 Other Positions
 Newsletter Editor         Clint Jackson   512-576-4231    news@grtu.org
 TU Liaison         Mick McCorcle  972-569-9133  McCorcleM@grtu.org
 Webmaster                  David Schroeder   512-996-8283  SchroederD@grtu.org
 Conservation Chair         Gary Cobb  512-719-6011  CobbG@grtu.org
 NLC Representative           Andy Niland  210-651-4359  NilandA@grtu.org
 Education Chair         Open     



16

Guadalupe River Chapter
 of Trout Unlimited

PO Box 536
Austin, TX 78767

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Austin TX 78767
Permit No. 1501

GRTU Newsletter
Publication dates: January, April, October to over 4,500 

Trout Unlimited members & friends in Texas

Contacts
Mark Dillow, President, Round Rock, TX, (512)773-
9155 President@grtu.org; Clint Jackson, Newsletter 

Editor, (512)576-4231, news@grtu.org.
++

Advertising Rates
Business card size -- $75 for 1 issue, $125 for 2, $175 
for three; Quarter page -- $90 for 1 issue, $140 for 2, 
$200 for three.  Half page -- $150 for one issue, $250 

for 2, $375 for 3; Full page -- $275 for one issue, $450 
for 2, $625 for 3. 

Ad Copy
Camera ready black & white (jpg or pdf preferred), due 
December 1 for January, March 1 for April, September 

1 for October to news@grtu.org.  
Payment due with artwork.  Make checks payable to 

GRTU & mail to GRTU Treasurer, PO Box 536, Austin, 
TX  78767 

With regard to your membership, change of
 address, not receiving Trout magazine, or other 

matters, write, phone or e-mail:

Trout Unlimited
1300 North 17th St., Suite 500

Arlington, VA  22209-3800
Phone: (703) 522-0200
Fax: (703) 284-9400
E-mail: trout@tu.org

Web: http://www.tu.org/trout/
Membership phone: 1-800-834-2419
Membership e-mail: mennis@tu.org

12 Noon- 5 PM Eastern time


