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GRTU Meeting
Saturday October 24, 2015

CRRC Building
South Access Road

Sattler, Texas

Directions and Map on 
page 8

9AM Social Hour
10AM  Business Meeting

11AM Speaker 
Spencer Seim

12- Lunch
12:30PM Women Only

Jan Bates
1PM GRTU Board Meeting
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October Speaker
Spencer Seim

Spencer Seim is the owner of ZiaFly guide service based 
in Taos, NM.  Over the last 13 years he has guided his 
clients on some of the most unspoiled waters in northern 
NM, southern CO, and southwestern WY.  Originally 
from Lubbock, TX, Spencer spent a great part of his 
childhood in the Enchanted Circle in northern NM.  He 
began fly fishing when he was 8 years old, and tying flies 
at age 12.  Eager to get back to NM, he bagan working at 
Philmont Scout Ranch before he graduated high school.  
He continued his work there through the 1990's until 
he was hired on as a product specialist at Cabela's.  He 
lived in Nebraska for a couple of years, but eventually 
followed his heart back to NM.  Spencer was hired on 
as a guide in Taos, NM in 2002.  He started his own fly 
company called ZiaFly in 2003, and has designed flies 
for several companies. He has attended the International 
Flytying Symposium, and the Fly Fishing Show in 
Denver.  ZiaFly transformed into a guide service in 2013.  
Spencer began tying classic salmon flies in 2007 and 
began making his 
own hooks in 2011.  
Spencer still lives 
in Taos, NM, and 
lives with his wife, 
Sophia, and daughter 
Olivia.  
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President’s Letter
Several months ago I agreed to take the 
reigns as your President of the GRTU.  
Our immediate Past President had 
reached his term limit and the Chapter 
needed to identify someone who was 
going to continue the success of the 
past several years.  Like many of you, I 
never have enough time to do the things 
that I need to do but I do believe in the 
Chapter and what it stands for.
First, I want to give you some insight 
into who I am and why that matters.  
I live in San Antonio and have for 
over thirty years.  During that time, I 
served as the President of the Alamo 
Fly Fishers.  It seems like a lifetime 
ago that I stepped up to serve our 
Board as Secretary of the Chapter.  I 
had the pleasure of supporting several 
Presidents.  Each provided unique 
insights into the leadership of the 
Chapter.  Mick McCorcle, Bill Higdon, 
and Mark Dillow all provided invaluable 
guidance and I considered them all a 
friend.  We are all collectively better off 
as a Chapter because of their leadership.  
I am sure you all miss Bill as much as I 
do.  Mick and I have fished together in 
far flung places like the Grand Ronde 
in Washington.  He was one of the first 
people I spoke to when I assumed the 
role. His positioning on the national 
level benefits us as a Chapter in ways 
that are not always obvious but always 
real.  I will talk more about Mark Dillow 
at a later date.  Too much to say and this 
message has to focus on some short term 
concepts.
I met some incredible people along 

the way who provide selfless dedication 
to the direction of the Chapter as 
Board members and Officers.  Many 
were friends before we shared those 
responsibilities.  Some taught me how tie 
flies or sat around campfires in places like 
the Alaska. It is a real pleasure to lead 
them now and I am especially grateful for 
their service and for all they will continue 
to do as we move forward.
My fishing career began in a place where 
traditions were real and timeless.  My 
mother still lives on the Battenkill River 
and the original Orvis store is only 30 
minutes away.  I suspect I caught my 
first brown trout at the age of 6-7 thanks 
to my father who was a phenomenal 
outdoorsman.  My grandfather had a 
grocery store in Shusan, NY where he 
most likely served Lee Wulff who had 
a fishing cabin on the river just a few 
miles upstream.  I remember the strange 
long rod hanging on the wall and that old 
fishing creel (I wish I knew then what I 
know now because I think the rod was 
a bamboo beauty).  Eventually, Gramp 
and Gram moved downstream on the 
Battenkill and I caught trout in their 
backyard.  The die was cast.  I recently 
caught my first browns there again after 
about 40 years.  I just never seemed to 
be there at the right time or have enough 
time to do some fishing.  I try to go now 
at least once every couple of years.
Trout fishing took a back seat for many 
years until I moved to Texas and got 
introduced to the Guadalupe River and 
flyfishing because of the Alamo Fly 
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Fisher relationship.  Ray Chapa was a 
special mentor in casting and saltwater 
fishing.  Bruce Young taught me how 
to tie flies and that was very important 
because it really makes the hobby just 
that much more fun.  I am grateful to 
them both and all the friends at AFF.  
Work requirements have kept me away 
for the past few years  but I hope to 
reinvigorate the realtionship with an 
emphasis on increasing our membership 
from within the club.
I remember Scott Graham guiding me 
to my first rainbow on the Guad.  Right 
below the Ingram Bridge.  I was beyond 
proud of that fish as it was my first trout 
on the flyrod. Since then, there have been 
lots of firsts and fishing changed for me.  
As with many of you, it became much 
less about the number of fish and more 
about different fish, different places, 
larger fish, fish caught on flies that I had 
tied.  I remember the first flyrod brook 
trout I caught on a trip to the Shenandoah 
after a brief discussion with Harry 
Murray. I still have that picture as it lays 
across my hand.....  all 6-8 inches of pure, 
beautiful treasure.  (Side note....  I am still 
waiting on that first landed tarpon.) 
Now the focus is on bringing a grandson 
to the sport.  He is spoiled forever after 
two trips up to Rob Fuentes' Bearclaw 
Lodge in Alaska. This past trip he cauight 
several rainbows over 20 inches.  But 
more importantly, he learned a ton about 
the importance of the fishery, how things 
can change, and the little aspects of every 
trip that make them individually special 
and always memorable.  He represents the 
future of the sport and I want to believe 
that much of what we do will ensure that 

he will always be able to catch trout and 
salmon as long he wants to. 
That is a brief look at who I am and why 
trout are so important to me.  Both here in 
the Guad and all across the country.  We 
have a gem and we really need to work to 
keep it viable and something to be proud 
of.
Let's talk about a few things that I want to 
focus on (at least for now):
1.  I want to work hard to expand our 
membership demographic by reaching out 
even more to women and younger folks.  
We will continue to support some recent 
efforts and strive to embrace these groups 
as a real opportunity. 
2.  Our Chapter has become a key 
supporter of initiatives across the entire 
TU National footprint.  We should be 
especially proud of those efforts because 
the loss of habitat or fisheries or native 
populations impact us all.  Regardless 
of how far away things happen.  I do 
not believe that our support for national 
issues comes at the expense of our 
commitment to our own home waters.
3.  We all want the leadership to move 
closer to the membership.  I think 
that implies two things that have to 
happen.  The Board and Officers need 
to continue to remain available to input 
from the membership.  And, probably 
more important, our membership needs 
to become more involved and seek 
leadership opportunities at any level.  
Volunteers, committee supporters, 
involvement with Troutfest as an 
aspect manager, Director and Officer 
involvement.  Please reach out to me 
directly if you are interested in being 
involved with the leadership of the 
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Chapter.  
4.  Our flow arrangement will officially 
end in 2018 and there is a lot of work to 
do to get a good solution ready to replace 
the current agreement.  It is essential 
to the health of the fishery.  There is a 
lot of professional energy underway 
already to build a good agreement that 
focuses on fairness and supports multiple 
stakeholders.
5.  Troutfest has become something that 
we should be very proud of.  It touches a 
lot of folks every year.  It requires a lot of 
preparation and we have already started 
the process.  Find a way to get involved. 

As your President, I consider the 
members as our most important resource.  
I want to hear from you.  Be prepared to 
talk about solutions and opportunities.  
You can reach me at jfiler@satx.rr.com 
or give me a call at 210-475-1920.  Be 
patient if I don't respond right away as 
I travel a lot and find myself sitting in 
airports far too much....

See you in October and soon on the river,
Joe Filer
President
Guadalupe River Trout Unlimited

Reel Recovery
Though only a few days in duration, a Reel Recovery retreat can be a life-changing 
event for men battling cancer. The program blends outdoor activity with directed 
conversations to create a unique environment conducive to relaxed, open interactions. 
Retreats are offered at no cost to the participants due to the donation, sponsorships and 
donated time by organizations like GRTU and people like yourselves.  These outings 
are led by professional psychosocial facilitators and expert fly-fishing instructors. 
A maximum of fourteen men are invited to participate, to ensure the quality of the 
instruction and to create a powerful small-group dynamic.
The program is designed to be both experiential and reflective, to develop group 
camaraderie as well as individual skills, and to build bonds of friendship that provide 
a reservoir of personal hope. 
If you are interested in participating as either a attendee or a fishing buddy visit www.
reelrecovery.org  and fill out either of the applications and for more information please 
call Rafael Torres 512-560-4380.  Next retreats April 15, 16 & 17, 2016 in Glen Rose, 
Texas and on May 15, 16 & 17 2016 in Boerne, Texas Please consider helping. 
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2016 Youth Trout Camp Announced
GRTU will be hosting the 2nd annual Youth Trout Camp this January over the 
MLK Day Holiday weekend.  By all accounts the inaugural camp in 2015 was a 
resounding success. We hope to build off of last year’s successes and make this 
year’s camp bigger and better.  Over the course of the weekend youth will gain first-
hand knowledge and experience of the Guadalupe River Trout Fishery.  Throughout 
the weekend of January 16-17, kids age 12-17 and one parent or guardian will learn 
to fly cast, tie flies, collect and identify aquatic insects and understand their role in 
trout fishing.  The weekend will culminate with half day guided fishing with GRTU 
ambassador guides.    
How can you help?

The Youth Education Program and Youth Trout Camp 2016 need volunteers to 
make this program a success.  Anyone interested in helping in fly casting, fly tying, 
or helping cook meals for the weekend of Trout Camp is welcome to help out. 
This is a great opportunity to pass on conservation legacy to the next generation of 
river stewards and conservation advocates.  The Youth Trout Camp is also seeking 
sponsorship opportunities to aid in funding the camp.  For more information, please 
see the Youth Program forum on the grtu.org/forum or contact Dakus Geeslin, Youth 
Program Chair directly at dakus.geeslin@tpwd.texas.gov 

2016 GRTU Youth Trout Camp Details:
When: January 16-17, 2016.  MLK Day weekend.  Monday the 18th is a school 
holiday.
Where:  The Guadalupe River Trout Fishery.  Exact location TBD.   
Who:  Youth age 12-17 and one parent/guardian.
Cost: $100 per Youth/Adult.  Includes lodging and meals for the entire weekend!!!  
Scholarships are available.  

Flier and application will be posted soon at http://www.grtu.org/
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Hello all my fellow GRTU Members:
 
Well I hope everyone was able to stay cool during the long summer. I spent 3 
wonderful weeks fishing up in the Rockies to come home to 10 consecutive days of 
100 degrees plus weather in San Antonio. Thank god for air conditioning. 
 
The fall and winter are when god's air conditioning starts going full blast and we're 
going to need it. As you remember we had a very wet May which led to Canyon 
Lake coming up 30 feet. This rapid increase in the lake level also mixed up the cold 
thermocline with the warmer rain water coming in. This led to an increase in water 
temperatures that were being released from the dam. Normally water temps released 
from Canyon lake are somewhere between the high 40's and high 50's. I went to check 
the water temps Sept 3rd and the releases from the dam at 3pm were 70 degrees! 
Fortunately we have had higher flows and water temperatures have stayed generally 
below 79 degrees down to the 3rd Crossing at Action Angler. Reports have been 
coming in all summer that somehow many Trout are still swimming around in these 
marginal temperature conditions..... Thank You Crystal Lake Fisheries! Now we still 
have some hot weather ahead of us in September and October to get through before 
we determine what kind of holdover we are going to get this year, but it's going to 
be better than the previous 4 summers that's for sure. It will take the cooler nights of 
fall to start cooling down the lake again and recreating a cold thermocline that keeps 
our Trout healthy. The long range forecast is for the El Nino to remain strong which 
should mean a return of heavy rains this fall and winter. This could setup as another 
summer of cold sustaining releases from the lake and a terrific summer of Trout 
Fishing.
 
The plans for the coming season include the continued stocking of 12,000lbs of 
Rainbows and new this year, if I can get them, 1,000bs of Brown Trout. The cost of 
those Browns is the main reason for increasing the cost of the Lease Access Program 
this season by $15. I have been working on the re-introduction of Brown Trout into 
the Guadalupe for many years now. The first step was our successful change in the 
regulations for Trout from 800 yards below the dam down to Whitewater. Then it was 
a no brainer to increase stocking efforts in this, the coldest water in the Guadalupe, 
to increase year to year holdover. In the past we stocked many Brown Trout, but 
the results were mixed, and since they were more expensive to purchase, we started 
stocking Rainbows exclusively. Getting TPWD to agree to the stockings of Brown 
Trout again was not the slam dunk you'd think it would be. It took many months of 

Fisheries Report
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talks to get them to agree to another stocking permit for these Browns. Now with these 
new regs in place, we can once again try the stocking of large Brown Trout. I believe 
that harvest was a major factor in the decline of Brown Trout population in the past on 
the Guadalupe. With these new stockings we will see if we can get the Brown Trout 
population to holdover from year to year now. Marcos De Jesus will be conducting 
studies this coming year to follow their progress.
 
This coming season the Lease Access Program will start off with 17 lease sites and 
with 9 being year round leases. This season GRTU will not be leasing Whitewater or 
The Hideout. Since TPWD is already leasing this site for public access from Dec 4th 
through May 4th, we would essentially only be loosing the early fall months, and our 
members can still use the TPWD access to fish there during the prime time without 
increasing costs on the LAP budget. I will be looking for additional access sites during 
the season. I have my eye on a couple new sites and will let LAP members know if 
and when they become available.  
 
I expect this will be the best season of Trout fishing on the Guadalupe since 2010. We 
will be stocking the most fish GRTU has ever stocked in a single season, on top of a 
better than average holdover, and a high possibility of sustaining summer flows next 
year. Things do look bright indeed, so get your LAP memberships early, and with a 
little luck we can enjoy a full year of great Trout fishing on the Guadalupe.
 
Jimbo Roberts
GRTU V P of Fisheries
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 Map of GRTU Meeting Area

Directions to the Canyon Lake CRRC Recreation Center
>From NORTH or SOUTH: Just North of New Braunfels on I-35 take Exit 191, (Canyon Lake Exit), which is FM 306 
and go WEST, about 14 miles to Sattler (Canyon Lake area). Go past the traffic light at FM 2673 in Sattler for about 2 
miles, (through Canyon City) and turn Left at the blinking caution light and small road sign marking the South Access Rd. 
Follow the South Access Road for about two miles, passing below the dam and across the spillway. The Recreation Center 
will be on your left.

>From the WEST: From US 281, turn EAST on FM 306, which is between Twin Sisters and Spring Branch. Drive about 
16 miles to the blinking caution light (just before you enter the area called Canyon City). Turn Right on South Access and 
follow the South Access Road for about two miles, passing below the dam and across the spillway. The Recreation Center 
will be on your left.

>From the EAST: From I-10, take SH 46 to I-35. Go North on I-35 to Exit 191 (Canyon Lake Exit), which is FM-306. Go 
west, (Left), on FM306, about 14 miles to Sattler (Canyon Lake area). Go past the traffic light at FM 2673 in Sattler for about 
2 miles, (through Canyon City) and turn Left at the blinking caution light and small road sign marking the South Access 
Rd. Follow the South Access Road for about two miles, passing below the dam and across the spillway. The Recreation 
Center will be on your left.

Follow our new map created by GRTU Volunteer Mark Broderick.
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Trussell’s Big Fat Aunt (CDC)
Pattern designed by Bill Trussell 

Tied by Chris Johnson of Living Waters Fly 
Fishing

Hook: TMC 103BL, Size 13-17
Thread: 70 Denier, Black

Body:  Larva Lace Air Cell Foam, Black
Wing:  CDC Puff, White or Natural

Hackle:  Whiting Black or Hebert Miner Dark 
Brown Dun

Legs:  Spanflex or Flexi Floss Small, Black
 

Chris’ Turducken
Tied by Chris Johnson of Living Waters Fly 

Fishing
Named after the Cajun combo of a Turkey, 
Duck, and Chicken stuffed inside of one 

another and then cooked to perfection, the 
Turducken is a fantastic fly that blends the 
floatation of CDC with the classic look of a 

hackled, biot bodied dry!

Hook:  TMC 100, size 18-22
Thread:  Tiemco 16/0, Olive 

Tail:  Dun Hackle Fibers
Body:  Turkey Biot, Olive

Rear Wing:  Dun CDC puff, tied upright
Hackle:  Dark Brassy Dun or Dun
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The Guadalupe River Chapter 
of Trout Unlimited
Honorary Life Members

The following distinguished members of GRTU have been designated, some posthumously, as Honorary Life 
Members of the Chapter for their exceptional contributions to our work. This honor is reserved for commendatory 
recognition of individuals whose personal service contributions to the Chapter are deemed to have had outstanding 

impact in advancing Chapter and TU objectives. 

Chad Oliver 
Irving O’Neal
William C. (Bill) Pabst
J. Bill Parvin
Basden L. (Bud) Priddy, MD
Glenn Richardson
Jeff Schmitt 
David Schroeder
Mrs. Hazel Schubauer
Lt. Col. Paul A. Schubauer (Ret.) 
Betsy Story

Clement W Bird
Alan Bray
Bill Cobb
Dick Finta
Rupert Gresham
Howard Itten
William A. (Bill) Johnson
Hymar Karbach Jr.
James W Keeton
Mick McCorcle
Bob Newman

Bob Story
Marian Tilson 
Billy Trimble
R.E. (Bob) Tuttle 
Jim Vynalek
William G. (Bill) West
T.B. (Tom) Whitehouse
Phil Dopson
Doug & Tanya Kierklewski 
Karen Gebhardt

Phil Dopson
Rafael Torres

Milton Herrmann
Bob Bliss

Jimbo Roberts
Gary Richardson

Martin Stults
Karen Gebhardt

Warren Simi
John Moore

William Marshall
John Shank
Phil Mahan

John Deloach
Bill Cason

Shelley Marmon
Mark Dillow
Kirk Brenner

Larry Crutsinger
James Rogers

Clark Edgecomb
William Poskey
Mick McCorcle
Joseph Zocchi

Bob Frolichstein

Darin Wyatt
Brad Wilkins

Rick Dickinson
Dave Gill

Robert Lende
Brad Garner

Mark Branning
Kenneth Sly
Ron Groves

James Montgomery
Richard Grayson

Walter Carver
Dirk Meyer

Sam Castleberry
David Shomette
George Schaefer

Thomas Allen
Joe Filer
Bob Blair

William Parrish
Sam Godfrey

Roy Schwitters
Vincenzo Terracina
Malcolm Freeman

Ashby Miller

Marvin Williams
Col Edward Klaus

Palmer Moe
James Hughes
Chris Jackson
Kenneth Wells
Daniel Wheat
Dennis Naidus

Cory Hicks
Michael Willis
David Karrs
Jeff Schmitt

Larry Springer
Hale Schaleben
Jane Furbush
Joshua Morris

Chip Puhl
Justin Fleming

Michael Odegard
Harold Hilley
Lester Ogawa
Andre Boutte

Oscar Robinson

The Guadalupe Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Honors Our

Century Club Members
The following individuals have contributed $100 or more for GRTU programs, including the Guadalupe River 

Defense Fund, in addition to their supporting membership donations and lease access fees.  Please note:  This list is 
only current as of press time; we apologize to members added after that date.
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           GRTU Officers and Board of Directors

 President    Joe Filer   210-654-6220  President@grtu.org
 VP Chapter Affairs   Cody Naumann  512-713-4512  Vp-affairs@grtu.org 
 VP Fisheries   Jimbo Roberts  210-826-2766  RobertsJ@grtu.org 
 VP Membership   Chris Johnson  512-828-3474  JohnsonC@grtu.org
 Treasurer    Phil Dopson  512-413-3301  DopsonP@grtu.org
 Secretary   Open           
 Ex Officio    Mark Dillow  512-923-7808  DillowM@grtu,org  
 Director    Gary Burns  713-249-7764  BurnsG@grtu.org
 Director    Gary Cobb  512-257-0397  CobbG@grtu.org   
 Director    Gary Lehman  210-394-2833  LehmanG@grtu.org
 Director    Doug Kierklewski  512-250-0840  KierklewskiD@grtu.org
 Director     Ron McAlpin  830-980-8043  McAlpinR@grtu.org
 Director    Ted Mendrek  512-507-6626  MendrekT@grtu.org
 Director    Clint Jackson  512-576-4231  JacksonC@grtu.org      
 Director    Brad Wilkins  830-481-4683  WilkinsB@grtu.org
 Director    Brad Garner  512-240-0526  GarnerB@grtu.org
 Director    Janet Baca  817-233-8935  wi@grtu.org

 Regional Representatives:

 Austin/Central Texas           Matt Bennett  377-348-9140  BennettM@grtu.org
 Dallas/North Texas              Roger Turner  214-475-1551  TurnerR@grtu.org
 Houston/East Texas             Gary Burns  713-249-7764  BurnsG@grtu.org
 New Braunfels                  Chris Jackson   830-708-3474  ChrisJ@grtu.org
 San Antonio/West Texas     Karen Gebhardt   830-980-7580  GebhardtK@grtu.org

 Other Positions
 Newsletter Editor         Clint Jackson   512-576-4231    news@grtu.org
 Advertising          Clint Jackson  512-576-4231  ads@grtu.org
 NLC Chair          Mick McCorcle  972-569-9133  McCorcleM@grtu.org
 Vice Chair NBT         Mick McCorcle  972-569-9133  McCorcleM@grtu.org 
 Info Tech Chair                 Stephen Pritchett  903-276-0223  Webmaster@grtu.org 
 Womens Initiave Chair       Janet Baca  817-233-8935  WI@grtu.org
 Conservation Chair         Gary Cobb  512-719-6011  CobbG@grtu.org
 NLC Representative           Rafael Torres  512-560-4380  TorresR@grtu.org
 Education Chair         Ron McAlpin  830-980-8043  McAlpinR@grtu.org
 Youth Initiative Chair         Dakus Geeslin  512-389-8734  Dakus.Geeslin@tpwd.texas.gov
 Troutfest Chair         Mark Dillow  512-923-7808  Troutfest@grtu.org
 TU Grassroots Trustee        Mick McCorcle  972-569-9133  McCorcleM@grtu.org
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Guadalupe River Chapter
 of Trout Unlimited

PO Box 536
Austin, TX 78767

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Austin TX 78767
Permit No. 1501

GRTU Newsletter
Publication dates: January, April, October to over 4,500 

Trout Unlimited members & friends in Texas

Contacts
Mark Dillow, President, Round Rock, TX, (512)773-
9155 President@grtu.org; Clint Jackson, Newsletter 

Editor, (512)576-4231, news@grtu.org.
++

Advertising Rates
Business card size -- $75 for 1 issue, $125 for 2, $175 
for three; Quarter page -- $90 for 1 issue, $140 for 2, 
$200 for three.  Half page -- $150 for one issue, $250 

for 2, $375 for 3; Full page -- $275 for one issue, $450 
for 2, $625 for 3. 

Ad Copy
Camera ready black & white (jpg or pdf preferred), due 
December 1 for January, March 1 for April, September 

1 for October to news@grtu.org.  
Payment due with artwork.  Make checks payable to 

GRTU & mail to GRTU Treasurer, PO Box 536, Austin, 
TX  78767 

With regard to your membership, change of
 address, not receiving Trout magazine, or other 

matters, write, phone or e-mail:

Trout Unlimited
1300 North 17th St., Suite 500

Arlington, VA  22209-3800
Phone: (703) 522-0200
Fax: (703) 284-9400
E-mail: trout@tu.org

Web: http://www.tu.org/trout/
Membership phone: 1-800-834-2419
Membership e-mail: mennis@tu.org

12 Noon- 5 PM Eastern time


