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ABSTRACT

A year~-round rainbow trout (Qngg:nxnghgs mykiss) fishery
was developed and maintained with bi-weekly stockings in

the 12 miles of Mountain Fork River immediately below

* Broken Bow Dam. Sales of additional licenses in the

three county surrounding area were more than sufficient
to offset the cost of rainbow trout stocked. The five
vear harvest rate of 0.56 rainbow trout per hour compared
favorably with harvest rates of other Oklahoma rainbow

. trout areas but the total angler pressure and rainbow

trout harvest were less than those from other areas.
The fishery achieved widespread acceptance and was a
financial benefit to the local economy, however,
additional publicity to increase exploitation of the
rainbow trout would further enhance the program.

OBJECTIVE:

Evaluate the fishing pressure, catch rate, harvest rate
and trout exploitation of a developing year-round put-
and-take rainbow trout fishery in the Mountain Fork River
below Broken Bow Dam downstream to the U. S. Highway 70
bridge.

BACXGROUND :

The construction and operation of Broken Bow Reservoir ‘
has had significant impact on the fishery resources of !
the Mountain Pork River below the dam. The Oklahoma A
Biological Survey (1972) reported that 48% of the 83

figsh. species historically recorded in this segment of

the river had not been collected since impoundment.

The most important environmental impact associated




with reservoir operation is alteration of stream flow
involving shifts in frequency, duration and fluctuat-

ions due to hydropower generation. The water temperature
regime in the river is also impacted by cold water re-
leases from hydropower, thereby influencing egg develop-
ment, spawning and other life history requirements

of warmwater fishes. These impacts are most dramatic

to the aquatic resources of the arsa between Broken Bow
Dam and the downstream re-regulation dam, a distance of
8.7 miles. sSportfishing activity within this stretch of
river and further downstream to the U. S. Highway 70 bridge
(3.1 miles) is provided by access points within Beaver's
Bend State Park, the re=-regulation dam, Presbyterian Palls
and a fee access area at the U. S. Highway 70 bridge.

In addition to a smallmouth bass fishery that existed in
the river prior to impoundment, good populations of white
bass (Morome chrvsopsg), largemouth bass (Micropterus

. Balmoides), spotted bass (M. pynctulatus), channel catfish
(Ictalurus punctatug) and flathead catfish (Pvlodictus
olivarig) were also present. Since impoundment, these
fisheries have been significantly reduced and are either
nonexistent or very limited.

Stocking rainbow trout on a put-and-take basis into rivers
below reservoirs having coldwater release is a widely used
fishery management tool. It provides a basis of re-
establishing an acceptable fishery into streams which have
had their quality warmwater fisheries restricted by
coldwater releases. ) '

Lake Taneycomo, Missouri was transformed from a warmwater
to a coldwater lake in 1958 when Table Rock Dam resulted in
a substantial decline in the warmwater f£ish populations in
Lake Taneycomo. Subsequently, the Missouri Department of
Conservation (MDC) stocked trout and successfully
established a coldwater fishery (¥ry and Hanson, 1968).

The "river lake” has for many years been a popular
recreational area and angler effort currently exceeds one
million hours annually. The value of this trout fishery to
the local economy is estimated to be nine to twelve million
dollars annually (Weithman and Haas, 1980).

The Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation's (ODWC)
first put-and-take rainbow trout fishery was bequn in; 1965
in the Illinois River below Lake Tenkiller. This proved to
be a very popular fishery providing 76,913 angler-hours
-annually with a return rate of 75% for stocked trout.
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A winter put-and-take rainbow trout fishery in the upper
Blue River experienced three times as many angler-hours
fishing pressure during trout stocking season as during
non-trout stocking months. The return rate of stocked
rainbow trout in this area ranged from 48 to 93% (Mauck,
1982). The years of low percent return were years having
high water flows.

ODWC's third and most recent successful rainbow trout
stocking area is Lake Watonga, a 50 acre lake in Blaine
County. It was established as a designated trout area in
September, 1986. It is stocked biweekly with catchable
size fish from November through March. A one year evaluat-
ion of the lake Watonga rainbow trout fishery showed a 1:18
cost:benefit ratio with license sales from vendors in the
Watonga area alone more than offsetting the cost of the
purchased rainbow trout (Gilliland, 1988).

In August and September, 1986, ODWC and U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS), with assistance from the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers (COE), conducted a preliminary study of
the discharges below Broken Bow Dam. The purpose of this
preliminary study was to determine appropriate releases to
maintain adequate water temperature and dissoclved oxygen to
sustain a put-and-take rainbow trout fishery year-round.
Data from this preliminary study provided the basis for
initiating a feasibility study for developing a year-round
put-and-take rainbow trout fishery below Broken Bow Dam.
The Mountain Fork River and the developing fishery were
evaluated to:

1. Collect water quality data during various water
release regimes in order to determine the optimum
water release requirements needed to maintain the
fishery. ,

2. Monitor and evaluate angler use of the trout fishery
by conducting a creel survey.

3. Assess the recreational and economic impacts
associated with the trout fishery.

The FWS and ODWC conducted the water quality assessment
portion. The QOklahoma Cooperative Pish and wildlife
Research Unit (OCFWRU) at Oklahoma State University (osu)
performed the assessment concerning the recreational and
economic impact of the rainbow trout fishery. ODWC stocked
rainbow trout and conducted a creel survey to assess angler
use of the rainbow trout fishery.

Establishing a year-round put-and-take rainbow trout K
fishery in the Mountain Fork River below Broken Bow Dam
downstream to the U. S. Highway 70 bridge could greatly
enhahce angler use of the area by providing an additional
fishery. This new fishery would be unique to this locality



and could attract anglers from a wide area. Because much
of the stream 1is within or very close to Beaver's Bend
State Park (BBSP) the increased visitation will in turn
greatly enhance the economic benefit to the park and
surrounding areas.

On March 7, 1988, ODWC adopted a requlation establishing
the Mountain Fork River and tributaries from Broken Bow Dam
downstream to the U. S. Highway 70 bridge as a "Designat-
ed Trout Area"™ beginning January 1, 1989. This requires
anyone fishing this area to posses a valid Oklahoma Fishing
License and an Oklahoma Trout License.

III. PROCEDURES:

A. Stocking

From January, 1989 through February, 1994 catchable-size
rainbow trout (8.5 inch minimum) were stocked biweekly (on
Thursdays), except for adjustments to accommodate special
holidays. Trout were purchased from and transported by
Crystal Lake Fisheries (CLF¥), Ava, Missouri. Stockings of
3,850 rainbow trout every two weeks were made by CLF

- personnel assisted by ODWC employees. These stockings were
normally made at 18 sites along the 12 mile length of :
stream beginning at the spillway and ending below the re-
requlation dam (Figure 1). Only three of these sites were
below BBSP. '

B. Creel syrvey

A 12 month random non~-uniform probability (weekday/weekend)
creel survey was conducted on the 12 mile length of river
which was divided into three areas (Figure 2). BBSP
employees conducted the survey in that portion of the river
within BBSP boundaries (Area 1), ODWC employees conducted
the survey on the two remaining areas; Area 2 (Bppler's
Camp/Spillway) and Area 3 (Re-regulation Dam/downstream).
There were 20 survey days (12 weekend and 8 weekday) each
quarter (Spring = March-May, Summer = June~August, Fall =
September-November, Winter = December-February) during the
year for all three areas, making 240 total survey days.
Bach survey day consisted of pressure counts and angler
interviews. In addition, three concurrent pressure counts
were made by ODWC personnel each quarter by boat in the
BBSP area at the same time BBSP personnel were making
pressure counts from the bank. Pregssure estimates were
then adjusted in the BBSP area relative to differences

in boat vs. bank counts. A bus-route survey was used in
the lower areas to maximize efficiency of conducting a |
roving creel survey in a limited access river situation.
Roving shoreline interviews and pressure counts were used
in“all other upstream areas.
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Creel data were analyzed to determine fishing pressure
(hours), number of rainbow trout harvested and harvest rate
(number per hour), per season by area.

¢. Tagging

On June 16, 1991, 2,195 rainbow trout were tagged with
numbered reward tags in an effort to determine percent
exploitation and movement. These tagged trout were
stocked into each section of the stream at all the regular
stocking sites. Tag numbers were recorded for each section
to gather information on movement up or down the river and
exploitation by area. Tags were valued at $1.00 and $10.00
and anglers were asked to indicate where the trout had been
caught when the tags were redeemed at the Broken Bow, Okla-
homa Wal-Mart Store. Tags could be redeemed any time from
the stocking date through November 30, 1991. Money for the
rewards was supplied by the Dallas and Ft. Worth, Texas

Fly Fisheries Clubs, the Prairie Fly Fishers (Oklahoma
City), Greemn Country Fly Fishers, Broken Bow Lake/Mountain
Fork River Association and wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

D. Mark and Recapture

" Mark and recapture population estimates were conducted once
during each of three seasons, Spring (March-May), Summer
(June-August) and Fall (September-November) of 1992 to
determine the extent of carryover from one stocking to the
next. Because of the high consistency in the results,

mark and recapture estimates were made only in the summer
of 1993. The stream flow was too low during the winter
season to conduct electrofishing. During these efforts all
trout stocked into designated areas were marked by hole
punching the caudal fin. The test areas were (Figure 2):
A. River Bend. B. Swimming Beach Section. C. Power
Outlet Section. D. Bppler's Camp. All areas are
separated from each other by low water dams which greatly
restrict movement from one area to another. Areas A, B and
C were used during the spring season, however water flow in
Area C was not conducive to electrofishing. Therefore
Areas A, B and D were used during the summer and fall
studies.

During each season trout were marked and stocked by 1100
hours and recapture procedures were begun at dark the same
day. One electrofishing unit per each area was used for
collecting trout during the recapture phase. Recapture
data were analyzed to determine the percentage of marked
trout collected.

E. ¥Water Qualitvy

Teﬁﬁbrature, oxygen and discharge data were collected
during various water release regimes to determine optimum
water release requirements for maintaining the fishery.
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Ryan (Model J) constant temperature recorders wers in-
stalled at four sites along the 12 miles of river (Figure
2). Dissolved oxygen and temperature measurements were
taken weekly with a Yellow Springs Instrument (YSI) Model
51 meter from June through November, 1992.

Water discharge at the spillway was estimated by the COE
based upon calculations using reservoir level and the size
of the gate opening. These flows were also gauged and
verified below the spillway by COE and ODWC personnel.

FINDINGS:
A. Stocking

During the five year period, 1989 through 1992, the Mt.
Fork River was stocked annually with approximately 100,000
rainbow trout averaging 0.3 pound each. Cost of the trout
was $0.69 each, $69,000.00 annually and $345,000.00 for the
five year period. Bach biweekly stocking consisted of
3,850 rainbow trout, 8.5 inch minimum length. Occasionally
several larger individuals (1 to 2 pounds) were stocked and
during each year a few brooders in the 3 to 6 pound size
range were also stocked.

Income from total license sales increased during the first
four years but declined slightly in 1993 (Table 1). Al-
though total income was less in 1993 than the previous
year, it was higher than the first three years.

Sale of trout licenses decreased by 11.2% in 1993 but .
were second only to those sold in 1992. Annual resident
fishing license sales decreased by 9.3% in 1993 and were
less than any of the previous years except the first year.
Sale of annual non-resident fishing licenses decreased by
24% to its third lowest amount during the five year period.
Non-resident 10 day fishing license was the only type
showing an increase in 1993. These sales increased by 23%
to their second highest level. Non-resident 3 day fishing
license sale decreased by 9% but were second highest for
the five year period.

B. Creel Survey

Creel survey data provided estimates of daylight fishing
pressure and harvest by season (Table 2). During 1989 and
1990 total angling pressure was very similar (approximately
68,000 hours). In 1991, the third year, a substantial in-
crease in pressure occurred (35%) to a total of 92,246 |
hours. A further increase occurred in 1992 to 107,000
angler hours. This was the highest pressure recorded and
was followed by a 28.5% decrease in 1993 to 76,499 hours.
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Seasonal analysis revealed the highest angling pressure
occurred during the summer in 4 of 5 years (Table 2). The
exception was 1990 when the highest pressure occurred in
the spring. The five year mean pressure for the summer
season was 28,500 hours followed claosely by the spring
average of 24,500 hours. The fall pressure (15,800 hours)
was similar to the winter pressure of 13,700 hours and both
were considerably less than spring and summer.

Analysis of creel data by Area showed the greatest fishing
pressure was in Area 1 four of the five years (Table 3).
The notable exception was 1989 when the highest pressure
was recorded in Area 3 followed by Area 2 and lastly, Area
1.

The rainbow trout harvest rate was 0.6 trout per hour in
1989 and increased to 0.8 in 1990 (Table 2). In 1991
harvest rate decreased to 0.4, the lowest rate recorded.
This was followed by a slight increase in 1992 to 0.5 which
was the same rate recorded in 1993 with a five mean harvest
rate of 0.6.

By area the highest harvest rates occurred in Area 2
three of the five years and in Area 1 the other two yvears
(Table 3). The highest mean harvest rate for all areas
(0.79) occurred in 1990 and the lowest (0.42) in 1991.
The second highest harvest rate (0.59) was in 1989. The
remaining two years (1992 and 1993) had harvest rates of
0.5 each (Table 3).

Seasonally the highest harvest: rates consistently occurr-
ed during the winter (Table 2). Harvest rates were
generally similar during the spring and f£all and were
slightly higher than during the summer. However, in 1992
the lowest harvest rate (0.3) occurred during the spring
and in 1993 it was during the £fall (0.3).

Total harvest was nearly 40,000 in 1989 and increased to
54,236 in 1990 (Table 2). However, 1in 1991, harvest de-
creased to 38,618 rainbow trout but was followed by an
increase in 1992 to 50,366 rainbow trout. 1In 1993, harvest
decreased to its lowest level (34,500 rainbow trout).

The greatest harvest also occurred in Area 1 during four of
five years (Table 3). Again the exception was 1989 when
the greatest harvest was recorded in Area 2 with harvest in
Areas 1 and 3 being similar.

C. Tagaing | a
During the six month redemption period of the 1991 tagg-
ing study, 1,078 of the 2,195 tags were returned indicating

a 49% exploitation of the tagged trout. The Beaver Creek
Area had the highest exploitation (78%), BBSP had 46%,



from BBSP to the reregulation dam had 15% and below the
reregulation dam was the lowest (4%). Almost 75% of all
the tagged fish caught were caught during the first three
weeks after tagging. Also, 71% of the tagged rainbow
trout remaining in the area stocked, while 15% moved
downstream, 8% moved upstream and the remaining 6% were
not reported. Total redemption cost for tags over the
six month study was $1,376.00.

D. Re tu

Marked individuals constituted a large percentage of the
trout sampled in each of the three seasons in 1992 (Table
4). O0f the rainbow trout collected, marked individuals
accounted for 91% in the spring, 87% in the fall, 66% in
the summer and 84% for the three seasons combined. Data
from the summer 1993 was similar with marked individuals
accounting for 88% of the rainbow trout collected.

E. Water Quality

Spillway water releases of 140 cfs were requested during
1989 based upon preliminary data collected in 1988. Hydro-
" power releases of 3,000 cfs, 5 hours per day, 3 days per
week were requested from the COE and Southwest Power
Administration (SWPA). However, actual hydropower releases
were much more sporadic than the requests and on June 23,
1991 a trout kill was reported in the section below the
reregulation dam. This followed 16 days of air temp-
eratures in the mid to upper 90's? F. and only nine

hours of hydropower releases during these 16 days. On June
28, 1991, ODWC, COE and SWPA arrived at an agreement for
hydropower releases to be made 3 days per week for 5

hours per day. This proved to be insufficient to maintain
downstream water temperatures 70° F. or below and on July
13, 1991, a 6 day per week, 3 hours per day minimum
schedule was begqun. This maintained acceptable down-
stream water temperatures for the remainder of the summer
(Harper, 1990). Pollowing these experiences, ODWC devised
A spillway release and generation schedule based upon
ambient air temperatures (Table 5). This schedule was
used in 1992 and 1993 with some adjustments based upon
temperature data from the constant monitors. Satisfactory
water temperatures were maintained (Table 6), although,
hydropower releases were greater than requested much of

the time.

Releases from the spillway sluice gates were sufficient

to maintain satisfactory water temperatures in that stretch
of stream in BBSP above the power outlet (Figure 1). How-
ever this gate is approximately 30 feet below the normal
‘Pool elevation of 599 feet msl in Broken Bow Reservoir

and temperature of water from this gate is influenced by
the pool elevation. This can be critical, as was the case



September 26, 1993 when the lake level was 11 feet below
normal and the temperature of water from the spillway was
72° F., near the upper limit desired for trout. The
shorter daytime hours and cool nighttime tcmperatures (48
to 69° F.) at this time actually created cocoler water
temperatures (70° F.) at the downstream sites in BBSP.
Cooler air temperatures and a 2 feet increase in the lake
elevation the following week resulted in decreased water
temperatures from the spillway release.

V. ANALYSIS:

A. Stocking

Stocking of rainbow trout into the Mountain Fork River went
smoothly during each of the five years and appeared to
provide a good number of trout for the anglers. Of the

18 stocking sites used, 12 were within BBSP, 3 were on
Beaver Creek just above BBSP and 3 were in the downstream
sections. This resulted in approximately 80% of the
rainbow trout being stocked into the upper 5.5 miles of the
12 mile trout stream. During the five year study period an
average of 82% of the angling pressure was expended in
these areas. Therefore the stocking distribution approxi-
mated the angler distribution.

In 1989, it was estimated the cost of rainbow trout
exceeded the revenue of license sales within the
surrounding three county area generated from the trout }
fishery by $24,078.00 (Harper, 1990). 1In 1990, the deficit
was decreased to $1,329.00 (Harper, 1991). In 1991 and

- 1993, income from license sales generated by the trout
fishery exceeded cost of trout by approximately $20,000.00
and in 1992 by approximately $40,000.00. Essentially since
the second year of the project cost of trout has been more
than offset by increased license sales in the immediate 3
county area.

Additional economic information concerning the impact of
the rainbow trout fishery to the local area was reported in
a study conducted by Oklahoma State University (Osu), choi,
et.al. (1993). It was estimated that in 1990 anglers spent
an estimated $792,000.00 while participating in the rainbow
trout fishery. O0f this, 73 to 84% was spent within a 25
mile radius of the fishery. Benefit/Cost ratio was estim=-
ated to be 16:1. The local economy also benefited by over
$600,000.00 in increased revenue income.

B. (Creel survev !
Angling pressure in 1989 and 1990 was similar, followed by
substantial increases in 1991 and 1992. However, in 1993 a
28% decrease in pressure was recorded. At this time
license sales showed only an 11% decrease raising the
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question whether the 28% was real or partially due to
survey error. The decrease in pressure was all recorded in
Area 1 (BBSP), an area in which several different new creel
clerks were used during 1993. It requires time for a new
creel clerk to become comrortable conducting surveys and
these inexperienced clerks are more prone to making errors
than are experienced personnel.

In Areas 2 and 3 a slight increase of 6% was recorded. In
these areas one creel clerk was used throughout the five
vear study.

Fishing pressure in the Mountain Fork River trout stream
during the first five years was relatively light compared
to other trout areas. Average pressure during the five
vears of 6,875 hours per mile of stream was considerably
less than the 30,332 hours per mile for the Blue River
trout stream (Mauck, 1980). Two factors contributing to
this are: 1. During the six year evaluation period Blue
River was only one of two rainbow trout fisheries in
Oklahoma whereas, now the Mountain Fork River is one of six
rainbow trout fisheries. 2. Mountain Fork River is
approximately 1.5 hours travel time farther from the major
metropolitan areas of Oklahoma City and Dallas, Fort Worth,

- Texas than Blue River.

The five year average harvest rate of 0.56 trout per hour
.compares favorably to the harvest rates of 0.6 trout per
hour at watonga (Gilliland, 1988), 0.66 trout per hour at
Blue River (Mauck, 1980) and 0.61 trout per hour at the
Illinois River (Hicks, 1968).

The 44% return of trout harvested from Mountain Fork River
was lower than the 87% from Watonga (Gilliland, 1988), 64%
for Blue River (Mauck, 1980) and 63% for Illinois River
(Hicks, 1968).

One factor contributing to this lower total harvest is of
course the lower pressure. The 300 acre lake formed by the
rerequlation dam offers a large haven for the rainbow trout
and is little fished. Also, during periods of hydropower
releases, two thirds of the stream is essentially not fish-
able due to the large river flows. This occurs often
during the spring and summer, the two most heavily £fished
seasons.

As the Mountain Fork River rainbow trout fishery becomes
more widely known and accepted, pressure is expected to in-
crease and as this happens total harvest will also
increase.

Creel data indicated that most fishing pressure occurred
dn Area 1 (BBSP), the area which is most accessible and
because it is a state park naturally draws more visitors.
The two downstream areas showed an increasing trend in



popularity and these areas have much more potential in
providing opportunities for fly fishermen. As the entire
fishery grows in popularity these areas should experience
increased pressure.

The spring and summer seasons had the heaviest angling
pressure. This i1s not unusual since these two seasons are
the most utilized by Oklahoma anglers seeking all fish
species. Many family vacations are also taken during this
time and conversely many outdocor enthusiast are more
interested in hunting during the fall and winter. The
winter season consistently provided the highest harvest
rates, possibly because of heavier rainbow trout feeding
activity during the colder months. Winter anglers may also
have been the more determined and experienced rainbow trout
anglers.

C. Tagging

The 1991 tagging results suggested an exploitation rate
of 49% which closely agrees with the percent harvest
estimated by the creel survey. Nearly 75% of tagged fish
were caught within three weeks of their stocking.

* The Beaver Creek area had the highest exploitation of any
area (78%) reflecting it's apparent accessibility to
anglers. This stream is narrow enough for anglers to walk
along both banks for much of it's length. Conversely the
lowest return was from the lower portion of the design-
~ated trout stream, an area where much less fishing pressure
was recorded. Access is not readily available in this part
of the stream because it is very broad (approximately 100
vards) and not easily fished from the bank.

D. Mark and Recapture

The mark and recapture data revealed a high percent (84%) .
of the rainmbow trout collected during electrofishing
surveys were marked. This suggested the residual populat-
ion becomes very low between stocking dates. However,
creel data indicate only 50% of the rainbow trout stocked
were harvested by anglers. This raised the question about
the disposition of those rainbow trout not harvested by
anglers.

Movement from one area to another is limited by the
presence of low water dams separating the areas and no
large flows of water occurred through the areas during
the study which would have had a flushing effect. There-
fore, it appears migration of rainbow trout from the area:
would have been minimal.

undoubtedly, some predation on the stocked trout by an
existing population of largemouth bass, spotted bass, gar
and walleye did occur. However, it is improbable this
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could account for all the discrepancy between the harvest
estimate and the low residual population indicated by the
mark and recapture data.

Natural mortality of the stocked trout could also
contribute to some loss of trout. However, no mortalities
of more than two or three trout have been ocbserved or
reported; therefore, loss attributed to this factor
appears minimal.

Another factor contributing to the loss of trout could have
been night angler harvest which is not evaluated in the
present creel survey. During the mark and recapture
surveys several night anglers were observed. This could
certainly have accounted for some additional harvest during
the warmer months but would not be significant in the
colder months.

In summary, it is possible that the c¢reel harvest estimate
of 50% 1s conservative. Natural predation, harvest by
night anglers and natural mortality also account for loss
of unknown numbers of rainbow trout in the study areas. 1In
the portion of stream below the power outlet, some rain-
bow trout probably were flushed from and/or migrate
- downstream during periods of prolonged high flow releases.
The extent of this is unknown and some ¢f these were
undoubtedly caught by anglers utilizing lower portions
below the designated trout area.

E. NWater Quality

Dissolved oxygen content in the Mountain Fork River is

7.5 ppm or greater throughout the year and are not a limit-
ing factor in establishing a year-round rainbow trout
fishery.

Releases from the spillway sluice gate were sufficient to
maintain satisfactory water temperatures above the power
outlet when made according to the recommended schedule.
However, these temperatures should be continually monitored
and during periods of abnormally high air temperature
additional releases may required.

Another major factor affecting water temperatures in this
upper stretch of stream is the water level in Broken Bow
Reservoir. As mentioned earlier, when the lake level was
11 feet below normal in 1992, the temperature of water
being released was near the upper limit desired for trout.
Had these lower lake levels developed earlier in the
summer, conditions within the upper stretch of stream mould
have been critical. BRBfforts should therefore be made to
falleviate this problem.

Releases from the power outlet in 1992 and 1993 were
generally greater than the recommended water releases



and did maintain satisfactory water temperatures in the
dewnstream stretch during the summer. However, because
hydropower releases have not been made according to the
"outlined recommendations" it is unknown if these volumes
have been sufficient to maintain satisfactory temperat-
ures during periods of extreme high air temperature.

VII. RECOMMENDATIONS:

A. Permanent water releases must be secured. In order to
expand and build this fishery to it's maximum potential
- an adequate, reliable, permanent water allocation must
be acquired from COE and SWPA.

B. Have the COE retrofit the spillway sluice gate with a
draft tube to draw water from lower in the lake or hold
the water level 1in Broken Bow Reservoir 2 feet higher
than normal in late May. Colder water obtained from
deeper lake levels would provide more desirable water
temperatures during extremely hot summers and would
afford an insurance zone against low 1lake levels like
those of 1993.

C. Downstream water temperatures should continue to be
monitored weekly so additional releases can be re-
quested if needed. -

D. Advertise/publicize the fishery to attract additional
anglers. The Mountain Fork trout stream has developed
into a premier rainbow trout stream but people must be
made aware of its offerings. A high visibility advert-
ising campaign should be initiated. BBSP has much to
be gained from the stream and indeed has realized much
already as does local businesses. Therefore, a coop-
erative effort involving ODWC, BBSP, Broken Bow Chamber
of Commerce (BBCC) and other local businesses should be
developed to provide adequate publicity. As more
people realize how much the stream has to offer more
will come and more improvements can be made. '

E. BEstablish a trophy trout area. Initiate trophy size
and creel limits on brown trout (Salmeo trutta) and
consider same on rainbow trout in the stretch of stream
between the low water dam at the lower end of BBSP and
the rerequlation dam, approximately 4 miles downstream.
This will provide an additional incentive for anglers
to fish the Mountain Fork.
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Figure 1. Mountain Fork River trout stream showing trout

stocking sites and creel areas (l, 2 and 2)
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Figure 2. Mountain Fork River trout stream showing temperat
recording and stream gauging sites. '
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